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SERIES EDITOR PREFACE

NEW UNDERSTANDING OF
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH
Luca Tateo

I imagined the book series Innovations in Qualitative Research for explorers and
not for colonizers. Settlers have the undeniable merit of cultivating a piece of
land, making it prosperous and maintaining it, but also bordering it and claiming
ownership. Colonizers build “citizenship” and, at the same time, they create the
conditions of “foreignness.” The explorer is indeed always a foreigner to the land
he is crossing. He is only familiar to himself. Explorers and colonizers are complementary figures in science. Scientific research is about crossing unknown lands
and cultivating new knowledge. It is about curiosity, stubbornness, passion, tenacity, a bit of selfishness, and lust for new things. Colonizers demarcate the land by
fences in order to cultivate it, yet they also create the conditions and the lure to
jump the fence for explorers. My great ignorance did not allow me to understand
the most part of the current methodological debates (Tateo, 2015). On the one
hand, very old-fashioned dichotomies seem to survive under different new labels
(Tateo, 2016). On the other hand, academic publishing seems to implode under
the pressure of the fence keeping. Everyone seems to be (pre)occupied with the
maintenance and protection of his own land. This creates a lot of interesting identity negotiation processes. Indeed, all the trendy appeals to multidisciplinarity and
mixed-methods are actually implying and maintaining the disciplinary boundaries
Gender and Sexuality in the Migration Trajectories:
Studies Between the Northern and Southern Mediterranean Shores, pages vii–ix.
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and the methodological disputes. You must be first recognized “as something,”
as a foreigner or a fellow settler, in order to establish any form of dialogue. Yet
explorers are strongly resisting this identity negotiation. When you are crossing
an unknown territory, it could be even dangerous to be limited and constrained
by a single theory or a given methodology. You need to build your own tools on
the way. Indeed, theories and methodologies are epistemological tools to produce
new knowledge. At the very same moment they become academic placeholders
or identity marks, then they also become useless. These kinds of charges were
usually blamed on the quantitative, evidence-based, and positivistic approaches
by the self-defined qualitative researchers. Yet if one looks at the journals and series about qualitative research nowadays, one can see how “qualitative research”
is becoming a synonym of “qualitative methods.” I think that this trend has two
main motives. The first is the praiseworthy attitude of qualitative researchers to
reflexivity, ethical issues, and creativity in their studies. The second, and more
pernicious, motive is the supposed need to justify and defend at any time the validity of qualitative methods against quantitative ones. This is a remnant of a long
historical debate, but also of a lure for qualitative studies to be “scientifically”
recognized. A sort of psychoanalytic need for parental approval but also a very
mundane need to be acknowledged by the research-funding systems.
Yet explorers usually leave their parents’ houses. They sometimes send letters
(or maybe, today, email or tweets), yet they do not care about approval. So, the
volumes in this series will never be “too much” something or “not enough” something else. The sole criterion for being published in the “innovations” series is to
develop new, groundbreaking, interesting, provocative, relevant, and, of course,
rigorous ideas. This book series is for “fence jumpers,” for “free explorers,” for
“sky lovers,” and for “brave runners.” Potentially, this book series will host all
the kind of works that have received feedback such as: “the literature is partly
rather old and somehow away from current qualitative debates,” “it does not fit
the competitiveness profile of other manuscripts routinely submitted,” or “does
not fit our scientific mission” (these are actual editors’ feedbacks). As editor in
chief of Innovations in Qualitative Research, I firmly believe that new ideas necessarily “do not fit,” they have no time-boundaries (e.g., being too new or too old),
and they must be out of any “routine.” Besides, I think that new ideas come from
the peripheries and the border-zones, and this is why we support volumes coming from the frontiers of any kind. I was very lucky to meet, in the course of my
academic carrier, mentors and colleagues such as Jaan Valsiner, who encouraged
me to start this new series, or publishers like Information Age, that welcomed the
series with enthusiasm. In my understanding, “qualitative research” simply means
to explore and appreciate “qualities” of our being fellow humans as part of this
vast world, which is the only one we are coming to know (so far), and we need to
preserve it. In this exploration, any theoretical and methodological tool is admitted, to the extent that it is useful to generate new understandings. The volumes of
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this series are meant to be elegantly provoking, seriously slim, happily alien, and
gently mind-blowing.
This is why I decided to inaugurate the series with a volume coming from one
of the cradles of civilization. The book Gender and Sexuality in the Migration
Trajectories: Studies Between the Northern and Southern Mediterranean Shores,
edited by Emiliana Mangone, Giuseppe Masullo, and Mar Gallego, is a collective
exploration of the topic of sexuality in a border zone between cultures, religions,
histories, identities, and disciplines and across them. It is a volume about “alterity,” with respect to the current egocentric perspective of the human and social
sciences, but also with respect to the settler’s perspective of the Western citizenship. Migrants are brave explorers under different appearances. They are disquieting, as any explorer, both for their culture of origin and for the inhabitants of the
new lands they encounter. They are in between, even with respect to their sexual
identity as in the case presented in this volume. I am really happy to learn about
the potential development of a “Mediterranean” gaze in human and social sciences as I think that for such kind of perspective there would be no reference that is
“too old” or “too new.” Sea people have no boundaries, they only have horizons.
Migrants take the means of transportation that is useful for their journey. This is
perfectly fitting with the aim and scope of this new book series.
—Luca Tateo
Aalborg and Salerno, 14 July 2017
Centre for Cultural Psychology, Aalborg University, Denmark
luca@hum.aau.dk
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INTRODUCTION

MIGRATIONS IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN BETWEEN
CULTURAL PLURALISM,
INNOVATION, AND SOCIAL
POLICIES
Emiliana Mangone, Giuseppe Masullo, and Mar Gallego

Only a Europe able to recognize the Mediterranean as its cradle can deem it its
natural center of gravity, a sea to gaze at not only with nostalgic regret, but also
with the proud knowledge of it being a space, a suitable scenario from where to
neutralize conflicts, thus helping to prevent the dangers of a clash of civilizations.
This sea, which was once “dialogue and freedom,” has now become “closure
and death” (Mangone, 2015). Today tens of thousands of people die drowning
in the Mediterranean, due to the increase of migration flows from Africa and the
Middle East towards the shores of Europe (UNHCR, 2017). This mare nostrum,
once the meeting place for strangers, has now become an “insurmountable border” for many desperate human beings. This sea, unfamiliar with juxtapositions
like North/South, East/West, Islam/Christianity, and which saw the flourishing
of cultures, arts, religions, and philosophies, is nowadays no longer a hotbed of
Gender and Sexuality in the Migration Trajectories:
Studies Between the Northern and Southern Mediterranean Shores, pages xi–xix.
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dialogue. Rather, it has become a battlefield for a war fought not with weapons
but with ideologies. However, the Mediterranean acquires a fundamental importance in promoting pluralism, diversity, and freedom. After becoming a place of
dialogue and encounter, this sea could turn into the peace table between the West
and the Islamic world (Hadhri & Mangone, 2016).
It is desirable, therefore, that the Mediterranean promotes a “thoughtful knowledge” facilitating the construction of relations (both between subjects and within
their living environment), enabling an encounter between North and South and
West and East (Buruma & Margalit, 2004; Said, 1978).
Laying the foundations for the construction of a real and effective interculturality cannot be separated from what happened in the past, what is happening
nowadays, and what will happen in the future in the Mediterranean:
The championing of pluralism, diversity, and basic liberties can be found in the
history of many societies. The long traditions of encouraging and protecting public
debates on political, social, and cultural matters in, say, India, China, Japan, Korea,
Iran, Turkey, the Arab world, and many parts of Africa, demand much fuller recognition in the history of democratic ideas. This global heritage is ground enough
to question the frequently reiterated view that democracy is just a Western idea,
and that democracy is therefore just a form of Westernization. The recognition of
this history has direct relevance in contemporary politics in pointing to the global
legacy of protecting and promoting social deliberation and pluralist interactions,
which cannot be any less important today than they were in the past when they were
championed. (Sen, 2003, pp. 29–30)

The above passage by Sen rightly articulates why the “Mediterranean” is paramount in promoting pluralism, diversity, and freedom.
This sea can put out the fires, turning the clash into an encounter, the warfront
into comparison and discussion, the pólemos in diálogos, and thus it can help find
an answer to the contemporary crisis of culture(s) and identity(ies). The weight of
the Mediterranean component is extremely relevant in many respects throughout
the South, resulting in great differences in comparison with the North: European
society is criss-crossed by deep interwoven cleavages that constitute true separations lines, often even within the borders of the nation state (Eder & Giesen,
2001). Due to the interplay of a number of factors, a common destiny connects
Europe and the entire Mediterranean, from Gibraltar to the Golden Horn.
The Mediterranean legacy is a complex ensemble of ideas, images, and feelings that have been cultivated for centuries and are still cultivated in this “sea
amidst the lands.” A new conception of the Mediterranean can be shaped with
the help of an approach that goes beyond the classical oppositions and binaries,
to foster a new dimension of social space that is transformed into an arena where
people carry out their everyday lives and construct a diverse social reality with
multiple cultural and social practices, and corresponding worldviews. Barbieri
(2016) defines this as “The Mediterranean approach” or the “Mediterranean
mind.” To move in this direction, understanding what it could mean, the author
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reflects around three main ideas: (a) the open concept of Mediterranean that has
been cultivated by prominent intellectuals of the past, one of whom has been Albert Camus (Judt, 2008); (b) the “long durée” approach to the history of humana
civilitas, separating ideas like Western and Eastern and rethinking the ideas of
modernity and secularization; and (c) the new concept of territoriality that can
be built with the help of the geosociological approach to most recent changes in
geopolitics and international relations.
It is necessary to rethink the “Mediterranean mind” with the political and
cultural actors bordering on the Mediterranean, starting with the Arab peoples
(Lewis, 1993; Norman, 1960), and the representations that they have of the Mediterranean.
Mediterranean societies have known for some years deep changes due to
new sociopolitical conflicts (for example, the “Arab Spring”) and the migration
processes of the populations. These transformations pose multiple challenges to
democratic countries that need to renew the rules of daily life. Data from the first
months of 2017 indicate that more than 55,000 people have arrived at the northern shore of the Mediterranean and over 1,300 died or were lost at sea (UNHCR,
2017).
Migration processes are a complex and controversial phenomenon, which is
why they need a clear reference framework to appropriately calibrate interventions, also trying to interpret future trends. A nonethnocentric reading of migration processes is necessary, and it must take into account the various territorial
areas and individual regions. This reading should seek to reinforce the intercultural perspective in the comparative and general theory of relations between the
Mediterranean societies and the analysis of their impact on the dynamics of internal affairs of individual states. It also should pay particular attention to the
transformation effects on welfare systems and on the recognition of citizenship
rights. In this scenario, the migrants’ social representations of the host population
and society, as well as of the immaterial resources available, are paramount for
their integration. While there are a number of empirical researches favoring the
impact of immigration on host societies (Heckmann & Schnapper, 2003), few
studies consider the migrant’s point of view. As Paul Carter argues, it is necessary
to elaborate “a thinking framework where migrants occupy center stage—not subordinate—in historical processes” (1992). Observation from the migrant’s point
of view causes a paradigmatic change in the ways of conceiving inclusion and
integration processes, which are no longer seen unilaterally or under a rationale of
inclusion without integration.
The above confirms what is stated in the Action Plan on the Integration of
Third Country Nationals (European Commission, 2016), namely that integration
is “an evolutionary process” and that integration policies—aimed at eliminating
the barriers hindering those who have chosen to live and work in the various
member states and to be integrated to the fullest in the host society—should be
elaborated according to a local-level approach, so as to support access to services,

xiv

•

EMILIANA MANGONE, GIUSEPPE MASULLO, & MAR GALLEGO

education, language learning, and the fight against discrimination. In relation to
the latter aspect, a strongly discriminating variable is gender and the sexuality
associated with it.
The latter two concepts, gender and sexuality, have become, in recent years, one
of the symbols best expressing what today many present as a clash between civilizations: elements that allow the building of demarcation lines between cultures
and between “us” and “them”: “We, the civilized, the modern ones, those who
live in prosperity; Them, foreigners, refugees, those who have been deprived of
the opportunity to choose to remain in their country of origin because of conflicts,
famine, and epidemics” (Mangone, 2015, p. 42). Studying gender and sexuality
means studying the social interactions between individuals, as well as the cultural
and social categories shaping such interactions and at the same time deriving from
them (think for example of marriage, and particularly mixed marriages, or family). Considering gender perspective is crucial to understand the way in which
gender greatly influences how migrant women and men are perceived differently,
highlighting the patriarchal structuring of societies and the perpetuation of gender
discrimination and violence resulting from the patriarchal order.
Recent studies have also focused on subjects with nonnormative sexuality—
heterosexuality is considered a given—allowing one to grasp the peculiar situations that arise from the interlacing of various vulnerability factors—for example,
the situation of the LGBT migrants (Masullo, 2015), who can be considered as
doubly stigmatized on the level of identity (ethnicity and culture, and nonnormative sexual orientation).
There are several theoretical and methodological challenges calling for a perspective that takes into account the interconnection between gender, sexuality,
and migration.
Gender studies, usually adopting a constructionist perspective, have seldom
addressed the issue of migration by analyzing the experiences of the migrants
themselves. The migrant’s perspective is often erased or downplayed, and even
more so in the case of migrant women, who are denied voice and agency. A few
studies have highlighted how migrants’ gender and sexuality highlight the persistence of a model of domination and discrimination against women, emphasizing
the social identity allocation mechanisms used by Western societies that follow
essentialist visions of migrants’ ethnic and sexual identity; that is, they are always
assigned a social status considered as inferior and undesirable. Recent approaches,
however, enable the unearthing of another view about migrant women in which
they become protagonists of their own migratory projects, thus demonstrating
their agency and autonomy (Carrasco Tristancho, 2011; Gallego, 2016; Gregorio
Gil, 1998, 2007; Vallejos Montaño, 2014). There is still the need to account for
the manifold ways in which migrant women define their “femininity,” not only in
relation to transnational care and motherhood, but also connected to other women,
especially emphasizing female bonding.
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If studies concerning the condition of migrant women have increased in number in the last decade, reflections on “masculinity” and on the redefinition processes of male identity during the migration process, as well as investigations
on the complexity faced by foreigners when meeting the different ways of understanding the “masculine” and conceiving “the experience of fatherhood” in
the host society, are still few and far behind. Even more, the issue of migrants’
sexuality is given little attention, even though it is far from marginal, and it has
never been a dimension about which the host society has wondered. The analyses
are mostly focused on the victimization processes (such as trafficking in women,
prostitution, or genital mutilation), or control, concerning reproductive health or
reproductive rights of migrant women, but never on their personal and collective
needs, demands, diverse worldviews, practices, or the individual wishes of these
women. It is really important and fair to deal with their heterogeneity and multiplicity as complex human beings.
Studies on sexuality have now taken two roads, often strongly polarized and
noncommunicating between them (De Lamater & Plante, 2015): on the one hand,
also because of the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, there was a new generation of surveys on sexual behavior of Western populations (and others) and
on the changes in sexual behavior along the main socioeconomic and cultural
fractures. On the other, a research trend on sexuality—New Sexuality Studies
(Seidman, Fischer, & Meeks, 2011)—has developed with mixed purposes, both
analytical and critical-emancipatory ones. This branch, which focuses almost exclusively on the study of minority sexual subcultures, portrays sexuality mostly
through the lens of power and regards with suspicion any attempt to develop a
systematic and methodologically documented analysis of sexuality. Both benefit,
however, from body studies, which offer an enlightening connection between the
corporeal and its social and cultural representations in connection to power structures. Doing away with normative definitions of the White, male, and heterosexual body as ideal, these studies reveal the importance of claiming those othered and
marginalized bodies in their own right.
From these theoretical and methodological knots, this publication aims to initiate a transdisciplinary reflection (Piaget, 1972) that can effectively contribute to
new significant developments of scientific research, and at the same time analyze
the multiple identifications of gender and sexuality of and in migration (migratory
experiences both on the origin and host countries, but also the hybrid nuances that
are born of the interaction of both contexts and cultures).
This book is the result of a significant collaboration between scholars of different nationalities and reflects on the themes of gender, sexuality, and migratory
trajectories in the Mediterranean basin. This book represents an attempt to rethink
the symbolic boundaries, that is rethinking the relationships between cultures of
Northern and Southern shores of the Mediterranean. Only from such rethinking it
is possible to lay the foundations for the construction of a true and different integration of migrants. The knowledge and cultural values of the Mediterranean ba-
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sin can be the driving force to overcome the political and cultural impasse linked
to migratory flows from which Europe cannot escape. Thus, while some chapters
present general considerations that concern both theoretical and methodological aspects, but also issues of no small importance, others specifically present
and reflect concrete realities of life. The book is organized in three parts in close
dialogue with each other: the first part, Migration and Sexuality: Theories and
Problems, consists of three chapters. The first chapter, entitled “Gender and Sexuality in Migration Processes: Theoretical and Methodological Issues,” written by
Emiliana Mangone, addresses the concepts of gender and sexuality, which, apart
from the individual declinations and specifications, allows for an exploration of
the existential condition of migration that is composed of multiple and diasporic
identities, deterritorialized and recomposed at the individual level. The study of
the intersection between gender, sexuality, and migration prompts different theoretical and methodological challenges that are duly addressed in the chapter.
The idea that the political inclusion of minorities in a shared citizenship needs
a new cultural approach in order to avoid the fallacy of what has been understood
and practiced until now is proposed by Mar Gallego. In the chapter “Gender, Sexuality and Healing in Contemporary Women Writers from the African Diaspora,”
Mar Gallego argues that the victimized body of Black women was inscribed by
both patriarchal and colonial violence. However, women writers from the African diaspora have not only resisted the dominant discourse of their victimization
but also devised new and productive ways to develop a healing discourse that
has fostered the necessary empowerment of Black women. She intends to focus
on the transgressive work of these writers whose texts challenge the demeaning
legacy of Black female bodies and contest conventional notions of race, gender,
and sexuality.
The next chapter, written by Maura Misiti and Pietro Demurtas, entitled
“FMG/C, Harmful Practices, and Recent Migration Flows: The European Challenge,” addresses the issue of women’s human rights violations through genital
mutilation. This inhumane practice was once considered an African phenomenon,
but with migration flows, it has become a global problem. The chapter describes
the main features of these practices (prevalence and distribution), then focuses on
the analysis of the motivations allowing for its reproduction according to the main
theoretical frameworks, as well as the analysis of some preventive policies to be
implemented in the destination countries.
This book represents a renewed effort to discuss migration flows across the
Mediterranean, trying to go beyond the numerical dimension and instead proposing a dimension more linked to the representations and everyday lives of these
subjects. For this reason, starting from the second part, entitled Gender, Sexuality,
and Identity Processes, all the chapters will directly or indirectly address aspects
of the processes of identification and social change intersecting with gender, sexuality, and migration flows, between the two shores of the Mediterranean.
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The other chapter in this second part of the book is by Giuseppe Masullo. In
his chapter entitled “The Integration of Homosexual Migrants in the Italian Gay
Community: Between Recognition and Sexual Racialization Processes”, Masullo
describes the results of a research conducted on male homosexual migrants from
countries where homosexuality is condemned. In particular, through interviews
with migrants and volunteers, it examines the strategies through which migrants
with nonnormative sexual orientation live their sexual identity in the immigration
country. The aim is to understand whether the representation of homophobic discrimination, especially for migrants from Muslim countries, leads to racial hostility by locals, as well as to evaluate the persistence of some stereotypes related to
the sexuality of those coming from non-Western countries.
The chapter by Marina Calderón-García, Andrés Santamaría, e Manuel L. de la
Mata Benitez, entitled “I-Positions and Voices in Self (Re)construction of Migrant
Women in Andalusia”, deals with the conception of self as distributed, dialogical,
and narrative. The authors apply the notions of I-positions and voices to the process of self-(re)construction in women after a migration experience. This analysis
is carried out through the presentation of two cases of women who emigrated to
Andalucia: one from Chile and the other from Ecuador. The results point to two
important aspects: the existence of processes through which migrant women apply
social, historical, and cultural discourse on the genus through their own personal
history of migration and the usefulness of the of I-positions and voices for the
analysis of the (re)construction of the self in relation to the migration experience.
The third part of the book, Gender, Sexuality, and Social Change, consisting
of three chapters, presents reflections on the themes covered by the book (gender,
sexuality, and migrations), which have as their scenario the Southern shore of
the Mediterranean. Chakib Guessous’ chapter, “Social Changes and Sexuality of
Moroccan Migrants,” addresses aspects of the Maghreb (Moroccan and Algerian)
populations that are involved in different ways in migration processes.
In particular, Guessous addresses the social changes that have been recorded in
Moroccan people and society over the last decades, in terms of both standards and
values, but also in relation to the large immigration flows toward other countries.
Migrants thus find themselves out of phase with the Moroccan society, which has
evolved (whose transformations they have not shared) but at the same time also
with the host society, because they do not share its values and norms. In this way,
the migrant is perceived as a “double absent” (Sayad, 1999): absent both in the
place of origin and at the place of arrival, thus placed at the “frontier of social being and of non-being” (Bourdieu, 1999, p. 9).
Vulca Fidolini, in the chapter entitled “Ethical Dilemmas Within the ‘Ethnographic Pact’: A Study of Moroccan Migrants’ Sexual Experiences” also focuses
on Maghreb migrants and in particular on sexual behaviors among the young Moroccan migrants arriving in Europe. In light of the ethnographic observations and
interviews conducted during four years of research on how these young people
affirm and represent their sexual behaviour in migratory contexts, Fidolini has
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been able to detect contradictions, traps, and misunderstandings linked to some
methodological and ethical issues that are analytically explored in the chapter using a few empirical cases drawn from his ethnography research.
Finally, the chapter written by Assia Guedjali, “The Effects of Gender in the
Migration Trajectories of Students From the Maghreb,” studies the trajectories
and the professionalization of engineers in France or in the countries of origin,
bearing in mind that these students are often Maghreb women. The research aims
at understanding the patterns of mobility-related education paths and the construction of career paths in migration countries or in their country of origin. In
particular, the goal was (a) to reconstruct the trajectories of these young female
students and professionals, highlighting the social context in which they adapt to
the mobility process and (b) to increase knowledge about female migratory models compared to their male colleagues.
In the final part of the book, the curators aimed at pointing out, by referring to
the contents of the previous chapters, the necessity to rethink migration studies (indeed, the Afterword is titled: “New Research Trajectories for Migration Studies”)
in view of the challenges that the migration phenomenon represents, particularly
for the countries bordering the Mediterranean. We argue that these challenges can
be classified under three areas of analysis and research that can be identified at the
intersection of gender, sexuality, and migration: (a) studies on women in migration,
including analysis of care relationships; (b) studies on the influences and transformations of masculinity in migrations; and (c) studies on the dynamics existing between migration policies and nonnormative sexual orientation.
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