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University in the 21st Century
Lisa-Marie Geberth, University of Luxembourg; Lisa-Teresa Woller, Sigmund Freud University

2023. Paperback 979-8-88730-178-5 $52.99. Hardcover 979-8-88730-179-2 $94.99. eBook
979-8-88730-180-8 $85.

University has changed dramatically over the last decades. From the spirit of Humboldt, that science in itself is the
greatest motivator to study and do research, we experience a shift towards neoliberalism. Studying became part of
something one needs to do to compete on a competitive job market. Research gets more and more influenced by interests
of those financing research funds. Digitalization changed the way people interact in a university setting.

This book shows different views regarding university: from being a student, becoming an alumnus and then maybe a
teacher, challenging views on grading and exams, to problematic patriarchal structures and problems with creating a new
study program. Students, alumni, researcher, and lecturers were invited to join this volume and give unique insights into
(post-) university life.

CONTENTS: Series Editor Preface — Higher Education Under Social Stress: Pathways to Innovation, Jaan Valsiner.
Commentary—University, the Public Intellectual, and the Art of Conversation, Waldomiro J. Silva Filho, Maria Virginia
Machado Dazzani, and Giuseppina Marsico. Introduction: The Owl of Minerva, Lisa-Marie Geberth and Lisa-Teresa Woller.
PART I: UNIVERSITY AND HER DISCOURSE. Psychology in the Conflict of the Faculties: On the Past and Present of
German Psychology Between Academic Freedom and Professionalization, Martin Wieser. Patriarchal Structures in
Neoliberal University Discourse: Gender Segregation, Lisa-Teresa Woller. Negotiating Institutional Autonomy: The
Accreditation Process Analyzed, Gerhard Benetka and Dominik S. Mihalits. PART II: UNIVERSITY FROM DIFFERENT
ANGLES. Between Freedom of Choice and Normative Demands: Students’ Perspectives, Johanna Nitsche, Vanessa Payr,
and Céline-Sophie Rode. The Importance to Be Transformational, Daniel Furtner, Sajita Setia, and Michelle Tichy. Value of
Degrees: A Need for a New Way of Looking at Higher Education, Enrica Gaetano. Students’ Identity Formation: Becoming
Alumni, Natalie Jancosek. “From Theory to Practice”: Transition From University to Work, Maria Gren. PART III:
UNIVERSITY AND GRADING. From Examinations as Strategic Communication Arenas to a Critical Reworking of
Knowledge, Greta Riboli. Grades as Signs: Knowledge Demonstration and Currency Construction, Alessia Offredi and
Federico Guiati. PART IV: UNIVERSITY AND THE NEW CREATIVE PRACTICE. Academic Socialization in the Age of
Wi-Fi? On the Affective Ambivalences of E-Teaching and E-Learning, Natalie Rodax and Dominik S. Mihalits. Playful
Encounters With Problematic Paradoxes in Problem-Based Project Work: An Impressionist Expeculation in Three Parts,
Kathrine Liedtke Thorndahl, Candace Kuby, Patrik Kjeersdam Telléus, and Diana Stentoft. Conclusion: The Disenchantment
of University, Lisa-Marie Geberth and Lisa-Teresa Woller. About the Authors.

Farewell to Variables

Jaan Valsiner, Niels Bohr Professor of Cultural Psychology, Aalborg University

2023. Paperback 979-8-88730-187-7 $52.99. Hardcover 979-8-88730-188-4 $94.99. eBook
979-8-88730-189-1 $85.

This book presents a novel perspective on psychology’s methodology—moving it from quantification as a given imperative
to science-philosophical look at phenomena-data relationship. The idea for this volume emerged from inquiries into the
history of psychology of the 18th-19th centuries where the developmental focus within German Naturphilosophie led
philosophers to emphasize the dialectical nature of biological and psychological development. The nature of the natural
and social worlds is curvilinear and includes knot-complexes that cannot be investigated in terms of the consensually
accepted General Linear Model of the 20th century. In this the new book continues the creative search for new forms of
epistemological ways of thinking that was started in 2010 in the volume methodological thinking in psychology: 60 years
gone astray. General Liner Model and turned into metaphoric complexes that acquire life of their own in psychologists’
thinking needs to be replaced by qualitative-structural units of thinking about how human psychological organization can
be presented.

CONTENTS: Series Editor’s Preface: About Regression and Progress — Or the Problem With Pars Pro Toto, Dominik



Stefan Mihalits. Introduction: The Mentality of a Controllable World: Why Variables Were Needed, Jaan Valsiner. PART I:
ORGANIZATIONAL FICTIONS: VARIABLES THAT WE CONTROL. Variables as Obstacles to Psychological Science:
Finding Humanness Beneath, Between and Beyond Conventional Categories, Nandita Chaudhary, Mila Tuli, and Punya
Pillai. A Psychology of the Ordinary: A First Theoretical Sketch, Bo Allesge Christensen. Don’t Mind the Variables, Svend
Brinkmann. The Hidden Assumptions of Variable-based Social Science, Henrik Skaug Seetra. PART II: WAYS OF USES
OF THE NOTION OF VARIABLES. Farewell to Variables in Studies of Developmental Psychology: Notes on a Critical and
Conceptual Debate, Julio César Ossa, and Jean Nikola Cudina. No Variables in Classroom: Understanding Learning by a
Qualitative Analytical Tool, Jodo Roberto Ratis Tenério da Silva. PART III: GOING BEYOND THE VARIABLES: NEW
PERSPECTIVES. Mind Is Movement: We Need More Than Static Representations to Understand It, Raffaele De Luca
Picione and Sergio Salvatore. Psychology Between Qualitative and Quantitative Phenomena: On the Different Strati of
Introspection, Natalie Rodax. New Perspectives in Ecosystemic Psychology: Developmental Mereotopology, Luca Tateo and
Giuseppina Marsico. Sayonara Variable, Konnichiwa Equifinality Point: Semiotic Cultural Psychology Teaches Us What
Colorful Really Means, Tatsuya Sato, Yuko Yasuda, Misato Fukuyama, Daina Ishii, Ayae Kido, Yasuhiro Omi, and Yoshiyuki
Watanabe. General Conclusion: A Respectful Farewell to the Illusion of Quantified Objectivity, Jaan Valsiner.
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