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Moments that Matter in the Learning and Development of
Children
Reflections from Educators

Kelly Ann Kolodny, Framingham State University

2020. Paperback 978-1-64802-198-5 $45.99. Hardcover 978-1-64802-199-2 $85.99. eBook
978-1-64802-200-5 $65.

Moments that Matter in the Learning and Development of Children: Reflections from Educators explores the significant
moments that unfold for young people in their schooling from the perspectives of teachers and school staff. Educators
often reflect on “moments” as being a critical piece of their work with children. They can help make things better for
students and produce a difference in lives. They are meaningful for young people, as well as consequential for teachers and
school staff as they reflect on the outcomes of their efforts. Yet, as they are difficult to define and capture, these moments
often are not studied for the value they offer. This book promotes awareness of these moments, as well as their connected
meanings and possibilities. Recognizing the significance of moments extends an opportunity to situate schooling in broader
contexts and to understand learners as whole embodied beings, engaged in social interactions, making sense of their
surrounding world, and generating transformations in it. When educators reflect deeply about the possibilities connected
to the moments they share with children, they recognize the multitude of opportunities that support their learning and
development. They become “awake” to some of moments’ promises.

CONTENTS: Introduction. CHAPTER 1: The Indeterminacy and Timeframe of Moments That Matter. CHAPTER 2:
Mindfulness as a Way to Generate Moments That Matter. CHAPTER 3: Sharing Oneself, Becoming Real in Complex
Contexts. CHAPTER 4: Child Development and the Holism of Moments That Matter. CHAPTER 5: Connections With
Pedagogy and Curriculum. CHAPTER 6: Interconnectedness and Involving Others. CHAPTER 7: Navigation and Impact of
Moments That Matter. CHAPTER 8: Interactive Component of Moments That Matter. for Teachers and School Staff.
Conclusion. References. About the Author.

Normalites
The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States

Kelly Ann Kolodny, Framingham State University

2014. Paperback 9781623966881 $45.99. Hardcover 9781623966898 $85.99. eBook 9781623966904
$65.

Normalites: The First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States is a new original work which explores the
experiences of three women, Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa Harris, who were pioneers in the movement in teacher
education as members of the first class of the nation's first state normal school established in Lexington, Massachusetts in
1839. The book is biographical, offering new insights derived from exceptional research into the development of the
normal school movement from the perspectives of the students. While studies have provided analysis of the movement as a
whole, as well as some of the leaders of the initiative, such as Horace Mann and Henry Barnard, there is a lack of rich,
published information about the first groups of students. Understanding their accounts and experiences, however, provides
a critical foreground to comprehending not only the complexity of the nineteenth century normal school movement but,
more broadly, educational reform during this period.

Arranged chronologically and in four parts, this book explores the experiences of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa Harris
during their normal school studies, their entrance into the world and commencement of their careers, the transitions in
their personal and professional lives, and the building of their life work. Throughout these periods, their formal educational
experiences, as well as broader moments of transformation, are considered and how life paths were shaped.

This book will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students and faculty connected to teacher preparation
programs. More than 100,000 students are currently awarded baccalaureate degrees each year in Education. Over 80,000
of these students are women. Their experiences are rooted in the pioneering efforts of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift, and Louisa
Harris at our nation's first state normal school. It is a particularly fitting time to share their experiences as the 175th
anniversary of the start of formal, state sponsored teacher education, the normal school movement, will be celebrated in
2014.



CONTENTS: Introduction: Establishment of the Normal School Movement and the First Students. 1 Becoming Normalites.
2 Formal and Informal Learning Experiences. 3 Excursions and Visitors. 4 Partings. 5 First Teaching Positions. 6
Challenges Encountered in Teaching and Developing Paths. 7 Family, Friendships, and Social Contexts. 8 Abolitionism, the
Underground Railroad, and the Civil War. 9 Louisa Harris and the Life of a Single Teacher. 10 Lydia Stow, First Woman
School Board Member in Fall River and Founder of the Fall River Women’s Union. 11 Mary Swift, Advocate of Education
for the Deaf and Blind and Founder of the Boston Young Women’s Christian Association. 12 Networks, Reunions, Visits,
and Legacies Archives, Libraries, Historical Societies, and Associations. Bibliography

Transforming Schools
Alternative Perspectives on School Reform

D. G. Mulcahy, Central Connecticut State University

2013. Paperback 9781623961442 $45.99. Hardcover 9781623961459 $85.99. eBook 9781623961466
$65.

President Obama has on a number of occasions rejected policies that have been tried and do not work. Legislation such as
No Child Left Behind and policies such as Race to the Top are neither effective nor based on sound research. Educational
policy-making is now, more than ever, the preserve of politicians, advocacy foundations, and lobbyists parading as
corporate leaders. Teachers have little voice; their role is merely to be held responsible for policies foisted upon them.

In Transforming Schools: Alternative Perspectives on School Reform, our aim is to provide alternative perspectives to the
dead-end educational policies by which our governments have become consumed. We turn the spotlight on a select range
of topics that have become the focus of concern and we consider the implications for school improvement. These topics
include school reform in general, the achievement gap, literacy, standardized assessment, social justice and ecojustice,
aesthetic and moral education, and general education.

CONTENTS: Acknowledgements. Preface. 1 Transforming Schools: An Introduction, Ronnie Casella. 2 Making Space for
Critical Literacy and Not Just Cultural Literacy, Cara M. Mulcahy. 3 Methods and Mindsets for Creating Eco-Social
Community Educators, James Joss French. 4 Addressing the Root Causes of the Achievement Gap, Jacob Werblow and
Laura Longo. 5 Breaking the Culture of Silence in Schools: Children’s Voices Revealed Through Moral Imagination,
Barbara A. Clark. 6 Toward a More Balanced Assessment Framework, Jesse P. Turner, John D. Foshay, and Ernest
Pancsofar. 7 Authenticity and Cooperation as Pathways to School Success, Kurt Love. 8 Social Justice and District
Leadership in Public Schools: Guidelines for Practice, Ellen Retelle and Mark Cohan. 9 Theory and Praxis in General
Education, D. G. Mulcahy. About the Contributors.

Comparative Studies in Educational Policy Analysis
Timothy Reagan, University of Maine and University of the Free State

2013. Paperback 978-1-61735-816-6 $45.99. Hardcover 978-1-61735-817-3 $85.99. eBook
978-1-61735-818-0 $65.

This book has a pedagogical goal in mind; it is not a scholarly work so much as an applied text informed by scholarship and
research. The book’s goal is to provide individuals who are teaching courses in comparative and international education,
educational administration, educational policy, and politics of education with a supplementary text that can be used to help
their students develop skills in policy analysis, evaluation and development. As is explained in the book, the problem that
we face with respect to having students engage in “hands-on” study of particular cases is that by focusing on real cases,
students are faced with either virtually unlimited data, or insufficient data (or, indeed, paradoxically with both problems).
In addition, students come to such cases with all sorts of preconceptions that can cloud judgment in a host of ways. By
making use of fictitious case studies, though, we can carefully limit the amount of data with which students need to deal,
and we can also minimize the challenges presented by the “baggage” that students might bring with them about particular
real nations.



CONTENTS: Preface. Comparative Case Studies in Educational Policy Analysis: An Introduction. Directions for Using the
Case Studies. Case Studies: The Republic of Asinimali. The People’s Republic of Noch. The Kingdom of Jalál. The Republic
of New Cambria. The Christian Republic of Sagovia. Los Estados Unidos de Todavía. The Bernali Republic.

Marginalized Literacies
Critical Literacy in the Language Arts Classroom

Cara M Mulcahy, Central Connecticut State University

2010. Paperback 978-1-60752-454-0 $45.99. Hardcover 978-1-60752-455-7 $85.99. eBook
9781607524564 $65.

Functional literacy, cultural literacy, and progressive literacy are just a few of the many terms one can invoke when
attempting to define literacy. From a critical perspective, for a democratic society to exist, a critical literacy is of crucial
importance. Critical literacy aims to empower individuals and transform society. It is grounded in critical theory and, like
critical pedagogy, investigates ways in which social, cultural, racial, sexual, and economic inequalities are reproduced. By
investigating the ideological, political, and social structures that perpetuate such inequalities, it hopes to raise
consciousness and move towards creating a more socially just society.

This book examines the approaches set forth by Atwell, Calkins, and Rief in their books, In the Middle (1998); The Art of
Teaching Writing (1994); and Seeking Diversity (1992), respectively. This book is of relevance to teacher educators and
English Language Arts teachers. It enables one to become familiar with the main components of the Readers’/Writers’
workshop and develop an awareness of how literacy may be conceptualized and reconceptualized through this approach.
Teacher educators will find this text useful for raising preservice teachers’ awareness of the ideologies that inform literacy
education and in developing their understanding for how students are positioned socially, culturally, politically and
economically by such ideologies. English Language Arts teachers will find this book informative in understanding how they
can be positioned by teacher texts to teach towards certain ideologies of literacy. Finally, it allows teacher educators and
English Language Arts teachers to consider what kind of literacy education is provided for through the Readers’/Writers’
workshop, and whether space may be negotiated within the Readers’/Writers’ workshop, for the teaching of critical
literacy.

CONTENTS: Introduction. Chapter 1: Navigating the Literacy Landscape. Chapter 2: Engagement and Self-Discovery: A
Workshop Approach. Chapter 3: Pedagogical Paradigms: The Teacher-Student Power Relationship. Chapter 4: Awareness
and Inquiry. Chapter 5: Critical Literacy and the Writers’/Readers’ Workshop. Appendix A. Appendix B.

Inquiry in the Classroom
Realities and Opportunities

Eleanor Abrams; Sherry Southerland; Peggy Silva

2007. Paperback 978-1-59311-834-1 $45.99. Hardcover 978-1-59311-835-8 $85.99. eBook
9781607526308 $65.

The purpose of this text is to further flesh out some of the factors--specific dimensions of our n-dimensional hyperspace--
important to inquiry in the classroom. As such, some of the of the factors have already been introduced, others will be new
to the conversation. In our discussions that lead to the preparation of this manuscript, it became clear that each of us was
interested in classroom inquiry, and so we each wanted to situate our analysis in these classrooms. For that purpose, our
discussions are organized into sections. Each section begins with one (or more) vignette--snippets of science classrooms--
that the authors then discuss how this vignette demonstrates some aspect of the specific dimension that they are charged
with discussing. Because inquiry is so multifaceted and its portrayals are often complex and nuanced, the discussion of the
dimension is broken into separate essays--each of which addresses the focal dimension in different ways. Following the
essay, a broader discussion across the essays is offered to support your sense making.

As we began this effort, we selected what we understood to be the most influential dimensions of inquiry in the classroom.
But certainly there are others that can and should have been included, (i.e., the role of curriculum in supporting (or



confining) the enactment of inquiry, the manner in which inquiry can shape students' knowledge, the role systemic efforts
can have in enabling inquiry). But given the confines of one text, we've chosen what we understood to be the central
components, and these have been arranged into 6 sections. Our vision is that each of these sections can be self-supporting,
so their appearance in the text doesn't represent the order in which they must be read. Ideally, the reader would engage in
the introduction, then select the section that addresses the dimension influencing classroom inquiry that is of greatest
importance. The only exception to this is section 6, which is a specific form of enactment of classroom inquiry; engagement
with this section may be best augmented after reading the sections that interest you.

CONTENTS: Acknowledgments, Introduction: Inquiry in the Classroom: Identifying Necessary Components of a Useful
Definition, Section I, Editor’s Note: Describing Section I’s use of Inquiry in the Classroom, Students’ Knowledge and Skill
With Inquiry, What Students Need to Know and Do in Inquiry-Based Instruction, How Do I Do This? Skills Students Need
for Inquiry, What Did You Do in Science Today?, Section II, Editor’s Note: Describing Section II’s Use Of Inquiry In the
Classroom, Selecting and Using Inquiry Approaches To Teach Science:, The Influence of Context In Elementary, Middle,
and Secondary Schools, Section III, Editor’s Note: Describing Section III’s use of Inquiry in The Classroom,
Accommodating Student Diversity Within Inquiry, Gender and Inquiry in the Classroom: Contexts and Contests, Inquiry for
Diverse Student Populations: Promises and Pitfalls, Transformative Inquiry: Implications and Conclusions, Section IV,
Editors’ Note: Describing Section IV’s use of Inquiry in the Classroom, The Accountability Movement and Inquiry: Must
They be Mutually Exlusive Demands?, Assessing Student Understanding in an Inquiry-Based Learning Environment, The
“Problem” of Inquiry: The Divide Between Educating for Credentialing and Educating for a Democracy, Is There Room for
Inquiry in a World of Accountability?, Section V, Editors’ Note: Describing Section V’s use of Inquiry in the Classroom,
Teacher Knowledge and Enacting Inquiry, Teacher Knowledge About Inquiry: Incorporating Conceptual Change Theory, A
Framework for Examining Professional Knowledge for Teaching Science via Inquiry, Moving Past a Belief in Inquiry as a
Pedagogy: Implications for Teacher Knowledge, Requisite Teacher Knowledge About Inquiry: Resources for Thinking About
Teaching for Inquiry, Section vi, Editors’ Note: Describing Section IV’s use of Inquiry in the Classroom, Student-Scientists
Partnerships: Exploring one Example of Inquiry in the Classroom, Inquiry and Student Scientist Partnerships, The Science
of a Student Scientist Partnership, Real Science in Real Schools?, Making a Student Scientist Partnerships Work, About the
Authors

Celluloid Blackboard
Teaching History with Film

Alan S. Marcus, University of Connecticut

2006. Paperback 978-1-59311-572-2 $45.99. Hardcover 978-1-59311-573-9 $85.99. eBook
9781607525790 $65.

This volume advocates for including feature films in secondary history classrooms through examining the ways in which
films can promote students’ historical understanding while also addressing the potential drawbacks to using film.

In part one the essays explore three frameworks for the analysis of film by secondary students. Part two fills a void in the
scholarship, reporting on four recent studies that explore how the use of film may encourage the development of students’
historical understanding. Finally, part three describes the results from two secondary teachers incorporating film into their
history classrooms.

CONTENTS: Series Introduction, Terry A. Osborn. Acknowledgments. Exploring the Past with Feature Film, Alan S.
Marcus and Thomas H. Levine. PART I: FRAMEWORKS FOR THE ANALYSIS OF FILM. Murrow Confronts McCarthy:
Two Stages of Historical Analysis for Film and Television, John E. O’Connor. “The Way of the Future”—Probing The Aviator
for Historical Understanding, Stuart Poyntz. Evaluating the Educational Potential of Hollywood History Movies, Scott Alan
Metzger. PART II: THE RESEARCH BASE. Popular Film and Young People’s Understanding of the History of
Native–White Relations, Peter Seixas. Students Making Sense of the Past: “It’s Almost Like Living the Event” Alan S.
Marcus. Stronger than the Classroom: Movies, Texts and Conceptual Change (or Lack Thereof) Amidst Sociocultural
Groups, Peter M. Meyerson and Richard J. Paxton. Attempting to Understand the Lives of Others: Film as a Tool for
Developing Historical Empathy, Jeremy D. Stoddard. PART III: FROM THE CLASSROOM. Doing the Right Thing by
Teaching Film in the American History Classroom: Spike Lee’s Do The Right Thing (1989) as a Case Study, Ron Briley.
Using Popular Cinema to Study the 1960s and Beyond, Stephen Armstrong. Contributors. Index.
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